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identity with the other concept of spirit, namely, ghost.
Religious intuition, on the other hand, has succeeded in getting
over the linguistic association with ghosts, by characterizing
spiritual (geistige) authority as God.
In the course of centuries this intuition has grown into
a formulation of that spiritual principle which is opposed
to mere instinctiveness. What is specially significant in this
concept is the fact that God is also conceived as the creator
of nature. , He is looked upon as the maker of those incomplete
creatures who err and sin, and at the same time he is their
judge and educator. Simple logic would say; if I make
a creature who falls into error and sin, and is practically
worthless through his blind instinctiveness, I am manifestly
a bad creator and have not even completed my apprentice-
ship. (This argument played an important role in gnosticism,)
But the religious point of view is not overthrown by this
criticism; it asserts that the ways and intentions of God are
inscrutable. Actually the gnostic argument found little
favour in history, since plainly the inviolability of the idea
of God corresponded to a vital need before which every sort
of logic paled. (It is to be understood that we are speaking
here not of God as Ding an sich, but only of a human intuition
which, as such, is a legitimate object of science*)
Although the concept of God is a spiritual principle
par excellence, none the less the collective need will have it
that it is at the same time an intuition of the first creative
cause, out of which proceed all the forces of instinct that
resist the spiritual principle. Thus God would be not only
the spiritual light, appearing as the latest flower on the tree
of evolution, not only the spiritual goal of redemption in
which all creation culminates, not only the end and the
purpose, but also the darkest, most primordial cause of
nature's blackest deeps. This is a tremendous paradox
which manifestly corresponds to a profound psychological
truth. For it asserts an essential contradictoriness in one
and the same being, a being whose innermost nature consists

